History of Peninsula Baptist Church (cont’d)

1971  - Following Pastor Graf, who resigned in 1971, Rev. Robert Mc Crory became the pastor. He was pastor until 1974 when he resigned to become a chaplain in the Air Force.

1974 - Rev. J. Bryant Jones became the fifth pastor in the fall of 1974. Millie, his wife, became our musical director and organized a choir and later, a bell choir. During this time the church held one service a month at the Rescue Mission in Tacoma. One spring in order to have adequate seating during the worship service; a second service was held earlier on Sunday morning. It was at this time the church became financially independent.

A building committee was formed to investigate ways of enlarging the church facilities; Preliminary plans were drawn for a satellite building. This was rejected at a congregational meeting and plans to enlarge were postponed.

1979 - In the summer of 1979, Rev. Jones made a decision to leave the ministry. Rev. Paul Goodwin was named interim pastor.

1980 - Our pastor, Rev. David Thomsen, was called in the late spring of 1980.  By December 1980 the church building debt was completely paid. This had been the main reason the earlier building proposal was rejected and with the mortgage burning in early 1981 a new dream began to form. The church was growing and more space was needed. In early 1983 a new building committee presented plans to the congregation for enlarging the existing Fellowship Hall and adding a large classroom, a hall and new entrance to the church. The plan was approved and a new building program was begun.

1983  - As permits were sought and the building project moved ahead, the church participated actively in the Billy Graham Crusade at the Tacoma Dome in May of 1983. Also, in 1983, the church licensed one of its members, Steve White, as a minister.

1984  - The building project continued in 1984. Also, in 1984, a baptistery was installed in the sanctuary under the direction of Gordon Bjork. Baptism services in the past had been held at First Baptist Church or Sixth Avenue Baptist Church in Tacoma and once at the Lyle’s swimming pool. Now one was to be held in our church. On April 22, 1984, Coretta Keck and Sydney Sinclair were baptized during the morning worship service.

 Work continued on the building addition. The contractor finished his part, a new roof was installed, and the volunteers began their part. Many people contributed many hours toward finishing the addition. Glenn Erickson, Jack Williams, Doug Laue and Karl Montstream did the electrical work on evenings and weekends. A work party put up wallboard. Finally after the taping and texturing the finishing painting and staining began. Then the carpet was installed in the fellowship room. The new addition was taken in faith that God would provide and he did. Financial support arrived as the project progressed resulting in no debt upon completion.

August 19 was set as the date of the dedication service of the new addition, There would be the regular morning worship service, a potluck meal, and then the dedication service followed by a musical drama performed by the children.

1986  - In February of 1986 we held a goal setting meeting with the area minister, Rev. Bruce Homefelt. The following goals were set:

1.    Evangelism—church growth

2.    Nurturing and disciplining

3.    More direct involvement in missions

4.    Expand and develop Bible study groups

As 1986 continued on, people again were the high point with more opportunities for Bible studies and new emphasis in worship, prayer, and spiritual preparedness. Spiritual growth within the body led to a desire for accountable discipleship as we looked to God to raise up spiritual leadership in the body and reach out to the un-churched.

1987  - To develop the goals and achieve our desire of 1986 and endeavor with Mike Smith of “Church Dynamics International” was undertaken in 1987. This effort helped us redefine our purpose as “In obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, the purpose of Peninsula Baptist Church is to train and equip believers to make disciples of all people.” And started us on a one to one discipleship program.  In December 1987, the parking lot was paved with stripping and curbing in January of 1988. The yard was expanded and the Jim Kinnaman Memorial Fund provided a big toy for the children. Also in 1987, our pastor received his doctorate from Fuller Theological Seminary at Pasadena, CA. becoming the Rev. Dr. David Thomsen. He was able to work on his doctorate through our continuing education program.

1988 -  In July, Pastor Thomsen received a call from the Baptist Church in Kailua, Hawaii. In August, the Rev. Dr. John Molletti agreed to serve as our interim pastor.

1990 -  George Boudet became our pastor.. George requested that a long-term planning committee to be called the “1995 Committee” be assembled top~ for church growth. The council approved the request, and the committee included: Glen Soule, Roy Harlow, Jean Roberton, Harley Everhart, and Dma Fulghum—this committee will meet in 1991.


1993 - Tim Clemensen was hired as Youth Director. A visitor’s brochure was put together. Average attendance for January was 67. Volunteers are needed to do Evangelism calling each month. An Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt were held or Easter. George worked with Jean Strode on the Beacon. George preached at the Easter Sunrise Service at Haven of Rest. Completed painting the sanctuary. Jean Roberton suggested keeping all Annual Reports and records of Baptisms. Roof will need repair. Two services were run during the summer: a family service at 9:30 and traditional service at 10:45.

A special report—vision statement: PBC is a place where Christ is alive and vital to each individual, meeting the needs of all participants in education, praise and worship. It reaches out to the community and the world.
    

1995  -  The youth continue to be involved in many things due to Tim’s leadership. Helen and Emory Rendahl were leading the 50s More or Less group. Dinners for Six provided fellowship over the school year months. Looking into new designs for the entrance sign. Plans to offer prayer time after worship service for those who desire to be prayed for. The youth group has expended to 2 hours. 


1997 -  Dedication of newly remodeled sanctuary was on Jan 12. 
First Baptist Tacoma contacted PBC to participate in the Breakfast for the Homeless feeding program and in June, the council agreed to commit to the program for 3 months. This ministry continues to this day (summer 2005) 

1998  - A Men’s Breakfast ministry began in August, with Bob Collier heading this program, which comes under the chairman of ministries. 

1999 - Shepherding program has been implemented. Volunteers are needed to organize the Homeless Breakfast. Karl Peterson is working with the soundboard and will record the services. Evonna will begin plans for Family Camp. The worship team participated in the Easter Sunrise service at Haven of Rest.

Family Camp was held at Camp Bethel and was for the PBC family and FBC-Tacoma family, it was a good time with the theme of “Walk to Emmaus,” developed my Melinda Jarrett. The Council agreed to the Sabbatical Leave Policy presented for the pastor. Melinda Jarrett was hired as part-time administrative assistant after approval at the November all-
church meeting. The youth put on a Christmas play and it was a lovely evening with Jan Larsen and Marie Lennen providing a Soup dinner for the dinner-play, “The Bethlehem Inn.”
Sunday evening church began with a study based on the book, Discipleship Essentials.

2000 - In March, we had a 10th Anniversary Celebration for George and Donna Boudet. This was George’s first pastorate and he bad served as pastor here for 10 years.  In June of 2001, George was called to serve as pastor at First Baptist Church of Port Angeles.  Skip Grover came to serve as interim pastor.

2002 – In July, Rev. Paul Jones came to serve as the new Pastor.  With a focus on worship and prayer, faithful and practical scripture teaching, and a heart to serve the community, Peninsula Baptist Church continues its mission:
To Glorify God by
        -Worshiping together as a family
        -Growing to become fully-devoted Followers of Jesus Christ;
        -Serving each other, the community, and the world through the power of the Holy Spirit.


2004 – April 4th marked the 50th anniversary of the start of Peninsula Baptist Church.  

2005 – In March, Joe Carbajal joined the staff, serving as our Director of Youth, Young Adult, and Outreach Ministries.  
